
City of Nelsonville
Water & Sewer Rate 
Analysis

**Analysis derived from information provided by the City



ABOUT GREAT LAKES RCAP

• Part of a nation-wide network 
of non-profit organizations that 
operate RCAP

• Coordinated through the 
national Rural 
Community Assistance 
Partnership

• Serving our region since 1980

RURAL COMMUNITY 
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

• Great Lakes community Action 
Partnership based in Fremont, 
Ohio

• One of the largest Community 
Action Agencies in the country

• GLCAP operates RCAP in 7 
states across the Great Lakes 
region

OPERATED BY GLCAP

• RCAP provides free and low-
cost technical assistance and 
training

• We work with larger entities 
that serve or regionalize 
smaller and rural communities

• We also help larger entities on 
a fee-for-service basis 

HELPING SYSTEMS UNDER 

10,000 PEOPLE

• We serve over 600 
communities each year

• In many of them, we are 
working on more than one 
project or providing multiple 
services

WE SERVE SEVEN STATES



• Improve public health, surface water protection, environmental compliance, 
economic readiness and quality of life in small communities and rural areas.

• Help small and rural communities access funding for water and sewer projects.

• Improve the technical, managerial and financial capabilities of water and sewer 
systems through technical assistance and training.

• Promote shared services and regionalization projects to increase economies of 
scale and efficiency, reduce end-user costs, and ensure long-term sustainability.

How We 
Achieve This

Our Mission



RCAP works to improve the quality of life in rural America starting at the tap!



Rate Analysis Process

• Collection of data
• Analysis of revenues & expenditures 
• Analysis of Current Appropriation amounts and Trends
• Current & Future Debt Payment Obligations
• Short-Lived Asset and Future Equipment Replacement
• Recognize the impact of inflation
• Develop a five-year budget and rate recommendations

Water Bill 
Breakdown



Select a fair and reasonable rate structure that provides a 
reliable, safe, and efficient utility for all ratepayers while 

producing the revenues to successfully operate and 
maintain that utility.

The Council's Mission



Recommended Rate Structure - Water



Projected Outlook - Water



DEBT 
PAYMENTS - 
Water



Escrow / Reserve Account Recommendations



Affordable Rates
ODOD / CDBG  Single     $30.00
   Combined    $60.00

OWDA   Water  1.1% of MHI
   Sewer  1.5% of MHI
   Combined 2.6% of MHI

USDA / RD  Single  1.5% of MHI
   Combined 3.0% of MHI

MHI data has been compiled by US Census Bureau.   Demographic information 
on your community can be found at  https://factfinder.census.gov/



Affordability - Water

Affordability - Avg. 2,500 Gallon/Mo 2026 2027 2028 2029 2030 2031

Average Metered Residential Bill $45.43 $47.25 $49.14 $51.10 $53.15 $55.27 

% of Median Household Income 1.10% 1.14% 1.19% 1.23% 1.28% 1.33%

MHI - ACS 2025 5yr $49,750 $49,750 $49,750 $49,750 $49,750 $49,750 



Recommended Rate Structure - Sewer



Projected Outlook - Sewer



DEBT PAYMENTS - Sewer



Escrow / Reserve Account Recommendations



Affordable Rates
ODOD / CDBG  Single     $30.00
   Combined    $60.00

OWDA   Water  1.1% of MHI
   Sewer  1.5% of MHI
   Combined 2.6% of MHI

USDA / RD  Single  1.5% of MHI
   Combined 3.0% of MHI

MHI data has been compiled by US Census Bureau.   Demographic information 
on your community can be found at  https://factfinder.census.gov/



Affordability - Sewer



Recommendations

• Annually increase rates as projected.

• Begin Reserve / Escrow Accounts. This may be done internally. 

• Continue to grow the above accounts to assist in covering unforeseen circumstances.

• Review rates annually and adjust accordingly due to unforeseen circumstances.



QUESTIONS

www.ohiorcap.org

Zach McCain
zlmccain@glcap.org

(740) 418-8503

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___http://www.ohiorcap.org/___.YXAzOmNpdHlvZm5lbHNvbnZpbGxlOmM6b2ZmaWNlMzY1X2VtYWlsc19hdHRhY2htZW50OmI4MDBmYzEwMTkzMzM0YThhYjdjZTQ3OTVlN2IxZGQxOjc6ZTYyNToxOTBjNjY5MWU4NmE0ZThjYjFkZjNiZDljMjYxMzcyY2ZiZWI1NjA5NDAyMDc1MDY5OTJhNmIzMzFiOWY5NDQ1OnA6VDpG
mailto:mjstclair@glcap.org
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